. There was also an increased trend in the incidence rate of suicide in the Ilam Province during the study period. The suicide incidence rate in Ilam Province was relatively higher than other provinces in the country (5, 6), reflecting the magnitude of this public health issue and the serious problems it continues to cause. National leadership and shared vision are required to initiate a shift in individuals and communities' thinking, behavior and decision about health issues including the suicide prevention: Suicide prevention should be viewed through a network of individuals and stakeholders who work collaboratively to develop and achieve shared goals (1) . While health sector may have responsibility for a suicide prevention intervention, an effective one may lie in the domain of sectors. It should be adequately funded and supported by the public and private sectors that can address and prioritize education, awareness, treatment and community engagement. The prevention should also include strategies aimed at protecting high-risk groups including encouraging people with mental illness to seek psychological/rehabilitation advice (1, 7). In particular, health policy-makers and care professionals are recommended to pay more attention to suicide and it's risk factors while planning for the population health in Ilam Province as it is a highly prevalent area for suicide in Iran. Future longitudinal and cohort studies may look into the possible risk factors of suicide in this hotspot area of suicide.
